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Abstract

Strobilanthes cusia (Nees) Bremek. (Acanthaceae), a herbaceous plant, is used
to prepare a dark blue dye for dyeing cloth, particularly clothing called ‘Mo Hom' in Prae
Province. Strobilanthes cusia has been used in traditional Chinese medicine as an anti-
pyretic and anti-inflammatory agents. In this study we carried out methods for extraction
and isolation of chemical constituents, tested the phytochemical constituents and
worked on Brine Shrimp Lethality Test of the plant extract from Strobilanthes cusia.
Dichloromethane was selected as suitable solvent for extraction of ‘Hom' dried powder.
From the phytochemical test, it could not be concluded that their constituents were
alkaloids. By chromatographical technigues we found that the major compound, in blue
color, might be indigo and the minor compound, in red color, might be indirubin, but the
purification of these compounds was not successful. The evaluation of cytotoxic activity
against Artemia salina of the crude extract revealed its potential as anticancer agent as

the IC,, was 12.42 pg/mL.



