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Abstract

Traditional knowledge about Thai herbal medicine can be contributed from
several cultures. To alleviate the problem of gathering information based on different
cultures, the Knowledge Unifying Initiator for Herbal Information (KUIHerb) is used as a
platform for building a web community for collecting the intercultural herbal knowledge.
The objective of this research is to evaluate data which contributed to KUIHerb via the
Internet during the period of June 2008 to September 2008. Data from five well-content
Thai herbal medicine text books were selected to compare with data from KUIHerb. Four
factors were used for comparison: 1) a local name 2) a location 3) a part used and 4) an
indication of the herbs. The summation of scores from the local name and indication
were ranked. Twenty herbs obtained the highest scores and appeared in the books,
were selected. In preprocessing step, Microsoft Access was used as a tool for
processing data. For statistical analysis, SPSS was applied. The results indicated that
one-fifth of opinions for the local name and one-third of opinions for the indication could
be found on the books. Therefore, it can be concluded that there are reliable data in
KUIHerb. The other opinions may be: 1) found on the other books, 2) uncorrected
opinions and 3) the new knowledge contributed from different cultures to KUIHerb. The

determination of these opinions will be left for further investigation.



